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Juenita 3. Dilley
Pocohontue County
Uhepter € Religion

SWAGO M. L& CHURUH
S5oon after his marriege to Nanecy Zdgar in 1825, the

Sempson Methews gethered & Sunday school in their home,

Yhe schollers Isegac, nuth and James Melollem, Ul&ihorna.
Jene, £lizebeth and Jonathen McNeill, azna Joghua Buckley.
}ir. Mathewe would read & chapter and offer Dreysr.” Mre.
Mcheill did most of the teaching. Thes exercises -would open
at ten o'clock, £nd there would be a recess at unoon. in the
yard was an arbor rormed by a luxurient hop vine. under ite
ghade the children would sit and enjoy their luncheon
brought from their hormes. 4ifter noon the school would continue
for tvo or tkre: Lours. The summers of 1826 and 1827 were

spent in this useful manner.

e

+his Sunday school wes no doubt the very firet ever hela
. il L
i

at owago. The ldathews, however, were Eresbytari&ngi
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The first 4. L. class was held by John ncﬂhgli,ﬁg
bern belonging to lrs. ‘heobe LicNeill which was 18

the creek bottom just above her grist mill, Ace

frices Aistory this John lMcieill was the son of

and rheobe leieill, Lt is herd to esteblish a &

organizetion of this class, but Yonathenrsiel
leaving the mill to his wife theobe, 80 ﬂngf

_ M probability in the tirst half of the centu
{bﬁ the 1830°' or 40', for it was during the t

P vere held in this o0ld barn that the 18 ¥

'% ‘ the w. x. congregation to hesr the firat




the Ury branch of owago, which w

|
88 c&lled the Dry Creex
ochool. This school house algo p

&8 the destinetion of being
the first publie free-échool in

The county. uhis 8chool
house wae used for religious worship unti1l

n 1873 when the
present church wag built,

“e0rge Vianless wag one of the
first pr@hchérs.iwheaprESBnt church was built by defr
sillingsworth and Oliver McKeever,carpentera, under the
pastorate of xev. aarper, ‘he men of the community took turns

in donating a weeks tree work as assistante to the Cerpenters.

ine money ves donated by the People. ithe deed for the 1ot

Overholt and his w

Overholt, to dJdohn Auldridge, I

was given by Reuben =. ife fheobe 4Ann

seac Adkison, veorge W. Beverame

Reuben Overholt, James lioore, John Duffield, Clark Lellison,
énd C. B. VanReenan, trustees., .
There are no o014 cless books to bhe found for

»
any of
the churches on the Zdrey circuit, so it is inmpossible to

get & complete list of the members, but some of them as %

remembered by older Pedple are Jennie Armstrong, H@%@ﬁ
Lellison, Clark “ellison, lirs, Clgrk Lellison, John
“ohn Auldridge. Nancy Auldridge,

Beverage,

lrs, weorge ﬂheatgm._
Lucy Peverage, John veverage,
James HcNellan,

Latherine
Nency licliellan, veorge 4ellison, urs

Kellisaﬂ. veorge LicKeever, nildred licieever,

end Jax
Laudermi 1y,

Ulark aelligop %8s the bupt.,end vlass Lesde

JeArs, or wntil hig death. uhen these duties

by hig 8on forter Zellieon. Uther church vorkers




Laies i vl . ABT Al Saare,

s Aagers, &&

4, Rucker, ~hellle = iy
L9 pIeseni Teeteng &re -

Austin m;'-:

sellison ana ey waltom, another

Lh o
paluted 10 M ‘eouney of Zorger Eellieon ¥
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